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‘What would I like 
to see from 
FOTCH 
in the 
future?’
That is the question we have 
asked our contributors for the Spring 
edition of the FOTCH Newsletter.

2020 is the start of a new decade and 
it will be the fourth decade in the life of 
the Friends – the organisation dedicated 
to ‘preserving and presenting the asset 
of our magnificent Parish Church in 
its splendid green setting for all future 
generations in Tring’.

Conveniently, ‘20-20’ is also code 
for perfect vision so it’s a good time to 
reflect on what we see in the future. This 
edition of the newsletter is focusing on 

just that – our shared vision for the future 
of FOTCH.

The beginning of this decade also 
marks something of the end of an era 
for the Newsletter. Under the expert 
direction of Annette Reynolds as Editor, 
the ‘Newsletter’, published twice yearly, 
has become a really valuable organ – 
not just of information about events but 
also points of view about what is really 
important.

We all owe a huge debt of gratitude 
to Annette for professionalising our 
communication and making it a really 
interesting read. As she has now stepped 
down as Trustee after a hugely valuable 
nine-year stint, she signalled in the 
Autumn Newsletter that she would no 
longer be able to manage the project. (As 
many of you will know, she and husband 
Jon have also bravely embarked on a 
new career as foster-parents.) We wish 
her well with all her new activities and 

are grateful that with typical Annette-
kindness she has helped us organise 
the logistics of this Spring Edition.

I have taken on the task of co-
ordinating the editorial side of this 
Newsletter. Given the ‘Future-Facing’ 
nature of the theme and the vision (and 
as you will read, it is a very bold vision)  
an old fogey like me is clearly not the 
long-term solution.

Grahame Senior, FOTCH Honorary President
gsenior@seniorpartners.co.uk
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What is FOTCH?
Tring’s ancient Parish Church building 
and its surrounding grounds right on 
the High Street look great and are an 
important part of the character of the 
town.  

As well as looking good, important 
events take place there that bring the 
whole town together: events such as 
celebrating Tring’s 700th anniversary as 
a Market Town, marking the Queen’s 
90th birthday, the centenary of the 
ending of the Great War and the 75th 
anniversary of VE Day. Local school 
events and concerts are regular 
occurrences.  

All old historic buildings need regular 
maintenance, and in a large medieval 
Church building that doesn’t come 
cheap. The building also needs to be 
updated from time to time so that it 
doesn’t just look beautiful but continues 
to be a great place for schools, 
community groups and the church 
congregation to use and hold events.  

The Friends of Tring Church Heritage 

(FOTCH) is a local heritage charity 
dedicated to maintaining Tring’s historic 
Parish Church and grounds for future 
generations.  

Over the past 30 years or so, 
FOTCH has made grants of over 
£300,000 for projects ranging from 
repair of 600-year-old walls with local 
matching ‘clunch’ to a new sound 
system and modern lighting to make 
the building much more usable for 
schools and other groups.

We raise money mainly through 
holding events. Our Annual Family Fun 
Day in the church grounds (this year 
on Saturday 9 May 2020) welcomes 
hundreds of children and adults. We 
hold Concerts at Tring Park School and 
Barn Dances, Quizzes, Brewery Tours 
and Garden Safari Days with different 
activities in various gardens (and a boat 
on the canal!) around Tring. We aim to 
have something for everyone.

No one is too young or too old to 
take part and we welcome volunteers 
to join in and be part of the FOTCH 
community.

Friends oF 
Tring ChurCh 
heriTage NEWSLETTER

SPRING 2019

Image courtesy of Stephen Kitchener



The Trustees of the Friends Of Tring Church Heritage 
invite you to the Spring 2020 half-yearly Lunch

12.30pm 29th MARCH 2020
St Peter and St Paul Church Hall 

All members and friends are invited to join us for a social lunch
where the aim is enjoyment and good company.  

Join us for a jolly lunch for all with the usual excellent spread from
Barry and some refreshing and revivifying wines

Bring your best poker face and join our Quiz Master 
Stephen Hearn, FOTCH Trustee and renowned Auctioneer.

Please do come along and enjoy the occasion.  There is no formal
charge for lunch (donations only) but you do need to book a place so

we can make the catering arrangements work.

Please confirm your attendance by contacting Trish at
info@fotch.co.uk, or ringing on 0772 083 6930, or by responding

to the notice in the Spring Newsletter. 

Make a 
Date for 
Lunch
Sunday 29 March  
at 12.30pm
Tring Parish Church Hall

The Spring Lunch this year is later than 
usual due to another Church Event 
running earlier in March, so do make a 
date and come along and enjoy a happy 
time of fun and fellowship.  

All are welcome but you do need to 
make a reservation in order for us to plan 
the catering appropriately.

Over the past couple of years, we 
have been organising our twice-yearly 
(Autumn and Spring) lunches differently. 
They are no longer about planning and 
business but about enjoyment and 
companionship and 
they are open to all.

The Autumn 
Lunch last year 
was an excellent 
Fun Quiz occasion 
which was greatly 
enjoyed. At the 
Spring Lunch on 
29 March we have 
a first time event 
which is being 
hosted by our 
Trustee Stephen 
Hearn in the 
footsteps of the 
celebrated ‘Call My 
Bluff’ format. This 
is called Stephen 

Hearn’s ‘Antiques Call my Bluff’ and all 
the details are on the poster. There will 
be some interesting items for you to 
consider and I am certain there will be 
some very inventive ‘bluffing’ going on in 
the challenging descriptions.  

Lunch will be presented as usual by 
the marvellous ‘Team Barry’ and there will 
be some delicious wines for you to try. 
We will keep you abreast of future plans 
for FOTCH and we will finish with the 
second half-yearly draw of the FOTCH 
100 Club – so keep your numbers handy!

There is no formal charge for lunch – 
but we do appreciate a helpful donation 
to support the catering supplies. To be 
sure of your place – please reserve with 
FOTCH Secretary, Trish Dowden, on 
07720 836930 or by email, see below.

Grahame Senior, FOTCH Honorary President
info@fotch.co.uk
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Evolving 
with the 
times
I feel very lucky to 
live where we do. 
Tring is a small town but with a big 
heart and a real sense of community. 
Part of its charm undoubtedly lies in 
the architecture, and the focal point for 
many is St Peter & St Paul’s Church. 
This imposing building is worth taking 
the trouble to look after well, for future 
generations.  

In the future, I would like to see 
FOTCH have a higher profile and 
information on it to be more easily 
accessible. When I tried to find out more 
about the organisation, I actually found 
it quite hard to identify. It didn’t come 
up on Google rankings very highly and 
though I am of a ‘certain age’, that is still 
my primary source of information about 
most things!! 

Unfortunately, the word ‘Fotch’ has a 
rather unattractive meaning so, at some 
point, might it be worth re-evaluating 
whether it is the best name for the 
organisation?

But, certainly, a more highly visible 
profile online would be a great asset and 
would be bound to attract interactions 
with the younger members of our 
community. An interactive website with a 
regularly maintained ‘noticeboard’ (and 
lots of photos!) should mean people 
access it frequently to be updated 
on news and events. A social media 
presence would also be of benefit when 

liaising with younger people.
The Friends of Tring Church Heritage 

hold a Family Fun Day each year to 
raise funds but more importantly to raise 
awareness within the community. I think 
that this fun and traditional event could 
be updated without detracting from its 
authentic core. 

Over time, it would be nice to 
encourage an even broader spectrum of 
visitors to the Fun Day. Inviting a wider 
range of contributors and performers 
might help this; maybe including, for 
example, poetry readings, piano recitals, 
the acting out of short stories? Having 
activities like an Instagram corner, taking 
photos to be circulated on social media, 
or holding a Wii challenge may be fun; 
perhaps a Bible trivia competition; 
building on what has worked for many 
years but giving it a more modern feel? 

The Family Fun Day is a special day in 
the Tring Town calendar and I would like 
to see it evolving with the times to ensure 
it remains inviting and relevant.

Emma Heaney, FOTCH Member
emma_heaney@hotmail.co.uk

From the 
Chair  
Welcome to another 
edition of the FOTCH 
Newsletter – the first 
of the 2020s.
The rational part of me thinks – what’s 
so special about a new decade? It’s just 
another 10-year period that happens 
to start with a zero at the end… We 
could just as easily get excited about 
a ten-year period running from, say, 
June 2016 to June 2026. But then I 
tell myself to stop being ridiculously 
and unhelpfully theoretical. It’s good 
for us to have some easily referenced 
punctuation points to reflect on and 
make sense of. So, as we enter the 
2020s, we are looking forward to a 
continued new era in pursuit of the aims 
of the Friends of Tring Church Heritage. 
That means pushing forward with some 
continuing and some new activities and 
initiatives, all of them towards ensuring 
a sustainable future for this fantastic 
medieval, historic, living asset in the 
centre of our town; and ensuring it is a 
fantastic, usable environment and venue 
for all the different parts of the Tring town 
community.  

The FOTCH Trustees and volunteers 
are excited and enthused about what we 
can do in the 2020s – and you will read 
more of their thoughts about the future in 
the pages ahead.   

One of our key governance tasks 
as Trustees over the coming year is 
to develop a more formal strategy for 
the charity’s financial reserves and a 

view on possible financial scenarios 
for expenditure to make sure we are 
appropriately prepared, in lines with 
Charity Commission guidance. This 
involves creating a formal register of risks 
and some detailed financial analysis. 
There’s a balance to be struck between 
spending now – it has been great to 
support the recent upgrades of the 
AV system and lighting in the Church 
for example – and ensuring we take a 
prudent view of future possible calls on 
the funds. Everything in a listed medieval 
Church like St Peter & St Paul’s, like a 
well-known Belgian lager used to be 
marketed, is ‘reassuringly expensive’!     

There are always lots of new people 
coming to live in or visit Tring and if you 
are one of those people reading this or a 
long-term resident of our fine town, we’d 
love to see you at our Family Fun Day 
on 9 May or at other events and to have 
your support in whatever way works for 
you in the decade ahead.     

Richard Abel, FOTCH Chair of Trustees    
richard.hayley@btinternet.com
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Keeping 
the Church 
in the 
centre of 
everyday life
I am sure that everyone involved 
shares the concern that the 
inestimable good that FOTCH has 
achieved thus far should not lose 
momentum. 
We know the Church needs to be 
better seen and recognised by all the 
inhabitants of Tring as an integral part of 
their daily life. 

To do this, every juvenile and adult 
activity from work to playgroup, society, 
association, meeting and gathering, 
should be in some way allied to the 
Church as it would have been 200 years 
ago. Nothing should happen in Tring that 
the Church is left out of in either its secular 
or sacred role. Easy to say, but how? 

Social media
With the existence of social media it 
is possible, without being intrusive, to 
implant this image. Simple practical 
messages such as ‘Let’s meet at the 
Church. We can have a coffee and talk 
in peace and quiet’ or simply ‘I’ll see 
you outside the Church: it’s so handy 
in the middle of the town.’ In the other 
role, ‘When you hope someone gets 
better, you’re saying a prayer.’ ‘Kind 
thoughts are like an exercise regime, the 
more you do, the better you get.’ ‘Every 

opening ceremony, procession or line up 
at the start of a game, is an act of faith, 
whatever yours is.’  

Performing arts
The Church could house more visual as 
well as performing arts: exhibitions and 
open competitions for local artists and 
photographers with the public invited to 
judge. Ask Tring Park pupils to compose 
the music and choreograph a ballet 
tailored to fit in the aisles of the Church, a 
Ballet in the Round.

Don’t exclude other Churches
None of this is to the exclusion of 
the other Churches in Tring. Let us 
broadcast the benefits the Methodists 
and Baptists brought into the town in the 
19th century and also what happened to 
the blessed Salvation Army, so beloved 
and respected and relied upon during 
and after the two World Wars. (I am told 
some FOTCH members come from other 
traditions and worship in other Churches, 
which is as it should be.)  

Gore memorial
This leads me on to my own work 
to establish the display of the Gore 
Memorial as we have discussed before. 
This is only part of my wish to see more 
public display of the History of Tring via 
the Church. Here I draw attention to the 
often-lost word in FOTCH – Heritage.  

Grand Quiz
So how about a Grand Quiz on the 
Family Fun Day with questions that 
people may answer with research; and 
then a grand Prize event for the winner 
as part of the celebrations? 

For example:
• How important was Mr Huckvale?
• Who was he? 
• What part did George Washington  
 play? 
• Did anybody claim the 10 guinea 
Reward for finding the person who 
‘Wilfully and Maliciously Poisoned a 
Donkey’ on or around the 28 May 
1899? 
• Where is the earliest visible 
gravestone? 
• What was there before Costa 
Coffee? 

Pull in the local history society for this. 
Get them involved for their own publicity 
– connected to the Church.

We can strengthen ties with the Tring 
Museum in Brook Street and together 
create a pamphlet showing areas of 
development to be circulated to all the 
Estate Agents. Every new inhabitant 
should be given one to show where their 

house is situated and what was there – 
say 100 years ago. ‘Did you know the 
house you now live in was once a… site 
of something, a silk weaver’s home, a 
private garden?’

Reverting to my earlier paragraph, 
while modern technology is the way 
people transmit information, there can 
be no greater impact than a personal 
appearance. 

Surely our greatest joint asset is the 
Tring Team of clergy. If you were to write 
a list of the requisites for the perfect Vicar 
for Tring, it would describe Huw Bellis. 
I know how busy he and his family and 
the rest of the team are, being constantly 
in demand, but it’s great when we see 
Huw cycling to visit a parishioner, having 
a drink in his favourite hostelry and 
supporting Tring Rugby Club. It’s the 
best of goodwill messages to a wide 
cross-section of Tring people who might 
not normally think of the Church, or 
maybe add personality to back up their 
Facebook reading!

John Bly, FOTCH Trustee
John@johnbly.com
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FOTCH 
Family Fun 
Day 2020
A great day out for 
the Family to get involved 
and help make it even better!
We have been running different versions 
of Family Fun Day (originally our Annual 
‘Member’s Day’) for more than twenty 
years now and every year it evolves and 
develops. It started out as a celebration 
of the friendship and fundraising that 
FOTCH delivers. It has now grown into a 
day when the whole church community 
opens up and welcomes the whole Tring 
Community to join together in the heart 
of the town to enjoy being together in this 
special space. The Zip wire event has 
been running for more than ten years and 
we know many families whose favourite 
soft toys and teddies have collected 
multiple annual ‘certificates of bravery’!  

Over the years many regular helpers 
have done their bit at organising and 

welcoming and in recent years the 
team has been orchestrated by Helen 
Dunford (who is currently on a two-year 
‘sabbatical’ from Tring, taking something 
of a ‘busman’s holiday’ teaching and 
living in Bangkok).

This year we are delighted that two 
volunteers who stepped in to help last 
year have taken on the task of jointly 
organising things as a team. Shena 
Moynihan is orchestrating the outdoor/
churchyard activities and Emma 
Heaney is orchestrating the displays 
and entertainment activities inside the 
Church. Our indefatigable Secretary Trish 
Dowden is handling the administration 
of all support arrangements that go into 
such a big day in a public space.

We’d love some more helpers and 
energetic bodies to help with stalls and 
entertainment activities. As the saying 
goes ‘many hands make light work’! 
Please read this message from Emma 
and Shena – and do get in contact.  

Grahame Senior, FOTCH Honorary President
gsenior@seniorpartners.co.uk

The Friends of Tring Church Heritage Proudly Presents the 2020 Family Fun Day

Fantastic Fun for
all the Family

Saturday, May 9th 2020, 11.00 a.m. – 3.00 p.m., 
St Peter and St Paul Church and Churchyard.

The Parish Church of  St. Peter & St. Paul. Registered charity 1005442.

PROGRAMME OF EVENTS

Teddies’ Flight Award! 
Will your teddy gain his wings and capture the Flight Award Certificate?

Come along and enjoy the day
The Friends of Tring Church Heritage - Preserving the heart of Tring for future generations to enjoy. 

For further information, please telephone Emma Heaney on 07908 555650 
or Grahame Senior on 01442 822770.

Enjoy the day and have fun with the Friends

11.00am Stalls and activities open, refreshments available in the church.
11.00am Teddies’ First Flight opens.
11.00am First tower tours.  
11.00am T-Ringers - Hand Bell Ringers.
11.30am Bishop Wood Junior School Choir. 
12.00pm BBQ and Bar open.
12.00pm LAR Performing Arts (Dance).
12.30pm FOTCH Heritage award presentation.
12.35pm LAR Performing Arts (Song).
1.00pm Dundale Primary School Choir.
1.30pm Acoustic Guitar Recital.
2:00pm Heritage talks: Gore Memorial – John Bly, 

Stained Glass – Grahame Senior.
2.30pm Tring Church Music Group.   
2.45pm Last tower tour and Teddies’ last flight.
3.00pm Raffle Prize Presentation. Event Closes.
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Can you help?
FOTCH is a charitable organisation 
run by volunteers to help maintain and 
improve the physical building of St 
Peter & St Paul as a focal point of the 
town of Tring. We are always looking 
for people who can spare a little time 
to help. If you feel able to donate some 
time on an on-going basis (as much or 
as little as you are able), then we would 
be most grateful.

Specifically, we are in need of 

volunteers to give up some time to 
ensure the smooth-running of one of 
our most important events, The Family 
Fun Day, which will this year be held on 
Saturday 9 May. If you have a couple 
of hours to help us on the day to set 
up, clear away or be responsible for 
a table, then please do contact us for 
more information.

Emma Heaney and Shena Moynihan 
FOTCH Members
emma_heaney@hotmail.co.uk
shenamoynihan@icloud.com 



Sustaining 
the 
Church’s 
heritage
FOTCH has been 
very successful in establishing St 
Peter & St Paul’s at the heart of the 
Tring community. 
I hope that it will continue in its work 
to make the Church building attractive 
and accessible to all in the town. The 
recent lighting project has shown how 
a selective and sympathetic updating 
of fittings can enhance the building’s 
appearance. More can be done in this 
vein to sustain Tring Church’s heritage. 
Thank you!

The Anglican community in Tring is 
blessed to benefit from FOTCH, and 
indebted to its founders for your vision 
and commitment in establishing it and 
sustaining it. I shall be pleased to see 
FOTCH continue in its role of sustaining 
the Church’s heritage. 

I see the Church’s members as being 
responsible for the running costs and 
day-to-day maintenance of the building. 
FOTCH’s contribution is to preserve the 
heritage by funding costs that result 
from the historic nature of St Peter & St 
Paul’s. As part of that it should continue 
to promote the building as the heart of 
Tring, both literally and metaphorically. 

My personal dream would be to see 
the transformation of the interior of the 
building to make it more flexible and 
comfortable: replacing the Victorian 

pews with chairs, upgrading the flooring 
beneath to incorporate heating and 
dispense with the fans, and fixing the 
sound system. Ideally this would be 
complemented by refurbishing the south 
porch, enclosing it and incorporating 
a set of glass doors. The new lighting 
was an important first step in this 
transformation, a credit to all who 
enabled it to happen. You may know that 
St Mary’s in Wendover is one example of 
this general approach.

John Whiteman, Tring Team
john@tringteamparish.org.uk
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The Tring Town 
Council 
View of 
FOTCH
This view is based 
on a random 
selection of councillors 
informally canvassed after the 
Planning Meeting on 13 January.

We believe that FOTCH is a valuable 
charity fulfilling an important role in the 
town. The Church building is a vital 
part of the ‘street scene’ of Tring High 
Street, a visible reminder of our town’s 
heritage and an important part of our 
offer to visitors and tourists. Its growing 
use for non-church events brings 
valuable extra hall capacity to an area 
which is always in short supply at peak 
times.

For all these reasons it is important 
that the Church building is maintained 
and preserved. If FOTCH didn’t exist 
then we would have to encourage 
somebody to invent it.

Paul Elley 
Tring Town Council and FOTCH Trustee
paul.elley@tring.gov.uk



Request 
from Team 
Tombola 
Please can you help? 
It’s that time of year 
again... and we are on the lookout for 
suitable prizes for the Family Fun Day 
Tombola stall. If you have any unwanted 
gifts, chocolates, drinks, small bric-a-

brac or any other items you would be 
happy to donate, please let one of us 
know. If you would like to give us a call, 
we will arrange collection.

Thank you; and looking forward to a 
successful day on the 9 May.

Lindsay Hankey, 07821 380080 
Julia Edwards, 07894 760609

Enid Powell, FOTCH Member
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The Future 
of FOTCH
It seems barely 
plausible that 
when, with great 
foresight, the 
Founders established FOTCH  
in the late 1980s the worldwide web did 
not exist, mobile phones were bricks 
and did what it said on the tin – made 
phone calls – and the Apple iPhone and 
Facebook would not blight our lives for a 
further fifteen years.

Yet FOTCH, unlike the FAANGs, has 
now demonstrated that it has utility and 
has remained relevant to the community 
for thirty years. Its purpose – ensuring 
that the pretty Church at the heart of 
Tring remains available for all to use now 
and in future – remains important. The 
model – based on both providing grants 
to assist with urgent repairs and ensuring 
that a substantial capital sum is available 
in the event of unforeseen threats – 
remains viable.

However, much like the mobile phone, 
FOTCH must evolve to ensure that it 
remains relevant – relevant to the whole 
community comprising an evolving 
audience. People are busy and face 
many calls on their income, on their time, 

on their vigour. Of course, this has always 
been true, but is perhaps now more 
important than ever, and supporters 
need to be given a choice of routes to 
simply and easily engage with FOTCH, 
in different ways, at 
different levels.

I don’t profess 
to have an oven-
ready answer, but 
it seems to me that 
core is the need for 
a digital strategy: 
to simplify, speed 
up and reduce the 
cost of regularly 
engaging with 
supporters; to provide different routes for 
interaction, for example, via social media, 
You Tube or blog; to promote events 
and fun activities; to reach out to new 
members; to allow for online payment 
of subscriptions or one-off legacies 
or donations; to provide opportunities 
for less mobile or remote supporters 
to remain closely involved and still 
contribute; to allow for smarter working 
and reduce the time burden of getting 
involved.

Ultimately, though, the challenge 
remains the same as it was when phones 
were bricks, that of attracting vigorous 
supporters who are willing to answer the 
call. 

If you are a media savvy, social media 
addict, could you help FOTCH move in 
this direction?

Gerry Miller  
Former Chair of FOTCH Trustees
gerry.miller@charactercottages.com

Communities 
need us!
I am glad to help with the Family Fun 
Day as I feel a community needs us 
all to play our part where we can. 

I feel a connection to the Family Fun 
Day as my children have enjoyed it so 
much over the years even though we 
are not regular Church-goers as such. 
We always had reason to linger at the 
fete as we met up with other families; 
and the children got stuck in and had 

fun. It was easy to make a day of it and 
it became part of our family tradition – 
good memories all round. Long may it 
continue! 

So what do we 
need more of? More 
of the same fun and 
games on Family Fun 
Day!

I take my hat off to 
Grahame and the team 
who put so much in to 
the running of FOTCH.

Lindsay Hankey, FOTCH 
Member
beechgrove5@yahoo.co.uk
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Working in Partnership
Firstly, I would like to say that FOTCH has done a superb job 
over the last thirty years. 
It has put on some amazing fun-fundraising events as well as 
demonstrating excellent stewardship over the FOTCH investment 
portfolio. It is a wisely led and very caring charity.

In the future I would like to see FOTCH and the Church Community continue 
to work together to look after the Church building for the long term. Perhaps, even 
better than ‘work together’, there could come a time when we work ‘in partnership’, 
planning restoration and repair works ahead of time so that both groups can 
fundraise together and put aside financial reserves for larger projects. 

And I would like us all to remember that the largest group of people on the above 
diagram isn’t FOTCH and it isn’t the church community. Rather it is the world-wide 
set of people outside of our contact lists who may relish the opportunity to help 
preserve the building for generations yet to come. 

Vivianne Child, Former FOTCH Trustee and Passionate Activist
vchild@childassociates.co.uk
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Taking 
care of 
Tring’s 
greatest 
asset – now 
Friends organisations are hugely 
important in the life of the Church. 
Anglicans often have the privilege of 
worshipping in magnificent medieval 
buildings. I 
believe the 
Church of 
England overall 
has 40,000 
buildings but 
there is no pot 
of money for 
them. Each 
is maintained 
only by the 
local community in which they are set. 

So it is with Tring Church, St Peter 
& St Paul. We have this huge building 
which costs eye-watering amounts of 
money to maintain, yet its value to the 
worshipping community and to the wider 
town community cannot have a price put 
on it. However expensive it might be, we 
must cherish and protect this magnificent 
building. So my vision for FOTCH for 
the future is to do exactly what it says 
in its charitable objectives: ‘to promote 
and assist in the care, maintenance 
and preservation of the fabric, fittings, 
ornaments and furnishings of the Parish 
Church of St Peter & St Paul, Tring, and 

to promote its use as a place of worship’.
There is, however, a change of 

direction which I would make. I would not 
have any aspirations to build up a large 
pot of money. I understand the need to 
have a sizeable working capital because 
no building job on a Church is cheap. But 
primarily I would like to see FOTCH raise 
money to spend money. 

In the press recently there has been 
criticism of the Royal British Legion 
because of the huge amount of money 
they have built up in their reserves. I 

don’t know 
enough about 
the RBL to 
know if this is 
a fair criticism. 
I do believe 
that we are 
more generous 
to charities 
when they are 
meeting an 

immediate need. We give money for it to 
be spent, not to be invested. We trust in 
God for our future. Part of that means we 
have a responsibility for prudent planning. 
However, we should also be confident 
to trust that future generations will also 
continue to play their part in looking after 
the Church which we love. 

So the best thing we can do is to 
maintain it as best as we can now, to 
concern ourselves with the present, to 
hand on something in fantastic condition 
and to trust in God for the future (not 
investments in stocks and shares).

Revd Huw Bellis, Rector, Tring Team
huw@tringteamparish.org.uk

The building of  
St Peter and St Paul

The Church community 
of St Peter and St Paul

The Friends of  
Tring Church Heritage
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A warm welcome 
for everyone
On a recent holiday on 
a Spanish island we 
visited a very ornate 
Church. Some would 
call it beautiful, but it 
wasn’t to my taste. 
I was probably 
prejudiced from the 
beginning because as soon as I put a 
foot through the door, I was greeted by 
a large board which listed all the things 
I mustn’t do in capital letters, the sort of 
thing that looks as if you are shouting 
if you put them in a letter or email: DO 
NOT USE FLASH PHOTOGRAPHY. 
DO NOT USE MOBILE PHONES. DO 
NOT RUN. DO NOT SHOUT. DO NOT 
TOUCH. DO NOT….!

I understand completely that a 
Church building has a purpose that is 
different from a school playground or a 
busy high street. I suspect that almost 
every visitor who sets foot inside that 
Church knows that too. A beautiful 
Church inspires a sort of awe. We 
are hushed as we look around at the 
craftsmanship of centuries and take an 
interest in how it is used today. We visit 
Churches (as opposed to entering them 
for worship) not to use our phones or go 
jogging but to be inspired…

Call me unorthodox but I don’t 
believe God lives in Churches. He’s not 
hiding behind the pulpit or peeping from 
the gallery. God is as much on top of 
Ivinghoe Beacon, in the High Street or on 

a train, or by the bedside of a dying man 
or there when we call out a desperate 
prayer for help. 

But Churches are there to help us 
come into contact with his presence 
and to provide a space that enables 
us to come together as a community 
of like-minded individuals. They don’t 
have to be medieval buildings (a friend 
once described St Peter & St Paul’s as 
‘that big pointy building in the middle of 
the High Street’) and while some would 
disagree fiercely, they don’t have to have 
altars and pulpits and pews and stained 
glass. But they are there for everyone. 

So whether it’s someone waiting for a 
bus who steps into St Peter & St Paul’s 
to pause in the quiet and reflect or pray; 
or a baby or toddler who is taking their 
first steps in learning that there is a God 
who loves them; whether it’s a family 
who gathers to baptise a new arrival 
or friends and family who gather to say 
their last goodbyes; whether it’s music 
lovers gathering to hear music played or 
songs sung; or school children coming 
to learn what Churches are all about; or 
someone homeless in need of warmth 
and comfort; or even for a worshipping 
community: Church should be a place 
where no one feels rejected and everyone 
feels welcome, that they ‘belong’.  

I didn’t feel I belonged or was 
welcome in that Spanish Church but I 
know how I feel in St Peter & St Paul’s 
and I know what I want FOTCH to do 
in the future: I want FOTCH to continue 
to help make it a place where everyone 
knows they are welcome, that it belongs 
to them; where people can stand in the 
place where generations of believers 
have stood and worshipped God before 
them; where everyone comes together to 
take responsibility for maintaining it long 
into the future so that it is warm and safe 
and water-tight and where its heritage is 
protected; and maybe, just maybe, they 
will glimpse something of the God who 
made them and loves them, too.

Annette Reynolds, FOTCH Member
annetter@ad-publishing.com

TRING TEAM PARISH

CHRISTENINGS IN THE 

TRING TEAM PARISH

THANKSGIVING & WELCOME

Steps on an  

Amazing Journey

We do our best to live and share God’s love in this 

modern world through services, social events and 

service to the community around us.

We are a community celebrating and working out 

our faith through many different styles of prayer  

and worship.

We are made up of five Church of England 

churches:  St Peter and St Paul, Tring; St John 

the Baptist, Aldbury; All Saints, Long Marston;  

St Cross, Wilstone; and St Mary’s, Puttenham. 

We are welcoming, friendly, liberal and inclusive 

churches and open to all.

To find out more about us, why not visit one of our 

churches, telephone one of the Vicars or visit our 

website: www.tringteamparish.org.uk

tringteamparish.org.uk

Tring & Puttenham - Huw Bellis 01442 822170  

huw@tringteamparish.org.uk

Aldbury - Michelle Grace 01442 851200  

michelle@tringteamparish.org.uk

Long Marston - Jane Banister 01442 822170  

jane@tringteamparish.org.uk

Wilstone - Didier Jaquet  

didier@tringteamparish.org.uk

Baptism Secretary - Mike Watkin 01442 890407 

baptism@tringteamparish.org.uk

TRING TEAM PARISH
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We do our best to live and share God’s love in this 
modern world through services, social events and 
service to the community around us.

We are a community celebrating and working out 
our faith through many different styles of prayer  
and worship.

We are made up of five Church of England 
churches:  St Peter and St Paul, Tring; St John the 
Baptist, Aldbury; All Saints, Long Marston; St Cross, 
Wilstone; and  St Mary’s, Puttenham. We are 
welcoming, friendly, liberal and inclusive churches 
and open to all.

To find out more about us, why not visit one of our 
churches, telephone one of the Vicars or visit our 
website: www.tringteamparish.org.uk

tringteamparish.org.uk

Tring & Puttenham - Huw Bellis 01442 822170  
huw@tringteamparish.org.ukAldbury - Michelle Grace 01442 851200  

michelle@tringteamparish.org.ukLong Marston - Jane Banister 01442 822170  
jane@tringteamparish.org.ukWilstone - Didier Jaquet  didier@tringteamparish.org.ukBaptism Secretary - Mike Watkin 01442 890407 

baptism@tringteamparish.org.uk
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Work-in-Progress
Most of the 
administration of 
transferring access 
to bank accounts, 
investments, Gift 
Aid, etc. has been 
completed or is well 
under way (though 
some of this has proven to be rather 
more vexing than expected!).
We have created a Risk Register for 
FOTCH: this describes all the events 
and other circumstances that the 
Trustees consider might impact FOTCH 
adversely, how we can lessen these 
risks or mitigate their impacts and hence 
how much we should set aside in our 
Reserves to cover these risks. This 
Risk Register is in the process of being 
approved and adopted as this Newsletter 
was being prepared.

There is an emerging set of Funds 
and Reserves for FOTCH (Funds and 
Reserves are closely related though not 
the same), and we hope to agree these 
over the next few months.

Work is underway which is aimed at 
protecting FOTCH’s ability to continue 
funding repairs (and other means of 
sustainability) way into the future, and 
is intended to be proof against most 
foreseeable circumstances.

Development of FOTCH’s practical 
plans for fundraising and various means 
of sustainability of the Church will 
continue in parallel with development of 
the Charity’s Financial Strategy. 

The Trustees are planning to hold 
their quinquennial review of the financial 
strategy and investment objectives 
(which will link in with all the above), 
enabled by an independent adviser.

Malcolm Rogers, FOTCH Treasurer
malcrogers@aol.com

What 
about the 
Money?
There is no point 
having great plans 
if you can’t afford the budget as has 
been so clearly demonstrated by 
many recent election pledges. Relax, 
FOTCH is in good hands.

Future-proofing 
our Finances…
Malcolm Rogers, our Treasurer, has 
spent a long time thoroughly reviewing 
our finances and operational systems 
over the past year and developed 
a really strong financial strategy for 
the future. This is currently being 
reviewed by the Trustees and will then 
be presented to the membership. Full 
details will be covered in the Autumn 
Newsletter but here is a brief progress 
report.     

Grahame Senior 
FOTCH Honorary President
gsenior@seniorpartners.co.uk

Jean and Brian 
Royle and FOTCH
One of our longest-standing 
members, Jean Royle, died just 
before Christmas. 
A wonderful celebration of her life and 
a thanksgiving service was held in the 
Parish Church on 17 January. The eulogy 
delivered by her daughter Anne and the 
poetic appreciation presented by her 
granddaughter Alison gave a very loving 
account of Jean and her ‘always smiling’ 
approach to life and all its vagaries. 
Those of you who read Comment will 
have seen this in the March 2020 edition 
and I am sure that it will have brought 
back many memories. 

As well 
as extremely 
long-standing 
members of 
the church 
community, 
both Brian 
and Jean 
were strong 
supporters 
of FOTCH 
and attended 
and supported many of our events. We 
shall be writing an appreciation of their 
contribution for the Autumn Newsletter. 
If any of our members have stories they 
would like to share, we will include those. 
Please let either Trish (info@fotch.co.uk) 
or me have them.

Grahame Senior, FOTCH Honorary President
 gsenior@seniorpartners.co.uk

Our Gardens are 
Waking up!
My snowdrops are 
blooming at the same 
time as my daffodils 
this year! And it 
reminds me that as 
soon as the sun 
pops out on a free 
weekend, I must be ‘weeding’ 
and tidying my garden

Long ago this was an exercise 
that had no agenda other than, well 
– gardening. But my association with 
FOTCH has given it new meaning. 
Now I am also looking out for plants 
that should be divided and potted up 
for the FOTCH Family Fun Day where 
year on year hundreds of plants are 
sold in aid of FOTCH funds. I try not 
to be competitive but there have been 
years when we have been among 
the top fundraisers on the day – and 
try as I might not to bring back more 
pots contributed by someone else, 
there are always some that need to 
be found a home in my garden the 
following day. 

If you can help our team of ladies 
who raise and sell plants on the day by 
contributing some of your own ‘spare’ 
plants, please do let us know so we 
can collect; or bring them along on the 
morning of 9 May. We are always there 
early to catch people on their way to 
work.

Annette Reynolds, FOTCH Member
annetter@ad-publishing.com
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At last – the New 
Website for the 
New Decade!
Next time you visit 
FOTCH’s website  
(www.fotch.co.uk) 
you will notice that 
it’s had a bit of a 
revamp. 
The pictures are 
clearer, the information is a 
bit easier to read and it looks a whole 
lot better. You can see clearly upcoming 
events, see the logos of FOTCH’s 
corporate members (thank you to those 
great organisations!), 
download the 
membership form, sign 
up to email reminders, 
read recent copies of 
this Newsletter online, 
and more! That’s 
thanks to the excellent 
Kev at GingerPromo 
(gingerpromo.co.uk) 
who upgraded it.

We are always open 

to new content (especially photos and 
articles) for it. Email info@fotch.co.uk if 
you’ve got something! 

Also, if you are a budding 
webmaster and would like to take on 
the role of managing the website (with 
technical support from Kev as and 
when required) please let me know. 
With a little bit of someone’s time and 
effort, we could expand and enhance 
further this important element of 
FOTCH’s communications strategy. The 
new website platform is wix, and it’s 
pretty intuitive and user-friendly.

Richard Abel, FOTCH Chair of Trustees    
richard.hayley@btinternet.com

For further details, see:
piano-and-more.org.uk

or Google “Piano and more, Tring”

Piano & more series
An hour of music on Sunday afternoons

David Borsada Baritone
William Watson & Rob Wallace Trumpets

Anna Le Hair Piano
Colin Stevens Organ

Programme includes song cycles by Vaughan Willams
and Finzi, plus Vivaldi’s concerto for two trumpets

Sunday 8thMarch
at 3pm followed by tea

Tring Parish Church HP23 5AE

Free admission, with retiring collection
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A new Altar 
Frontal for Tring 
Parish Church 
What it’s about
About four years ago the 
town of Tring celebrated 
its 700 years of being 
a charter market town. 
At that time Revd 
Huw Bellis suggested 
the idea of a new 
contemporary altar frontal for the Lady 
Chapel to mark the occasion. Although 
we were enthusiastic to get this done, 
the planning of this got off to a slow start 
and the big Poppy Project for 2018 took 
a lot of our time and energy, but we have 
been quietly getting on with design and 
permissions necessary, which have now 
been completed.

We have had a traditional frontal in the 
Lady Chapel for quite a long time now 
and we wanted to create a contemporary 
frontal to use instead. The new frontal 
will be used for most of the year, for 
about forty weeks, but at Christmas and 
Easter we remove the frontal and place 
the Nativity set and Easter Garden in the 
space behind.

Tree of life 
We considered a number of themes and 
have settled on a design of our own of 
a tree of life. It will include the Church’s 
seasonal colours of green, blue, gold, 
white, red and purple, among other 
colours. There will be a piece of vine 
twisting round the trunk with grapes 

and have some wheat with poppies in 
the corners to symbolise the bread and 
wine. We were delighted when a long-
time church member, Jenny Scholes, 
offered to pay for this, anonymously at 
first, but since she died last August, her 
son Andrew wants it made and given in 
memory of her. Jenny was a keen stitcher 
and delighted others with her work of 
birthday and Christmas cards. There 
will be lots of interest and symbolism, 
and we hope it will delight and inspire all 
ages, both our own congregation and 
our many visitors. Before Jenny died, 
she saw the design and materials being 
considered and was pleased with the 
concept and the vision of how it will be 
achieved. It had her blessing!

How you can help
The materials we will be using are mainly 
batiks with embellishments and will be 
sewn with some relief rather than flat 
on the background. A lot of it will be 
appliqued on to the background after it 
is constructed. We need interested and 
competent people in the town to help 
with the construction, in particular with 
pieces like leaves that can be made at 
home and attached later. There will be 
a variety of items needed, some using 
more basic skills, some more complex. 
And you don’t need to be a member of 
FOTCH, St Peter & St Paul’s – or any 
church! If you’re are interested in joining 
the team or want more information, 
please contact me on 01442 824929 or 
jjgoody@ntlworld.com.

Janet Goodyer, St Peter & St Paul 
jjgoody@ntlworld.com.

LAUNCHING THE ANNUAL SPRING FAYRE WITH 3 WEEKS OF LOCAL
EVENTS FOR ALL THE FAMILY. COLLECT YOUR FREE BROCHURE!

@tringtogether tringtogether tring_together

www.tringtogether.org.uk
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Pictures 
from the 
Past 
Even in a future-
oriented newsletter, 
it’s good to look back. This is the 
second in a series in the FOTCH 
Newsletter of photos related to 
the past history of Tring Parish 
Church.

The photograph below 
shows a view of the Church 
looking up the path that is still 
there from the High Street to 
the Church Door. The main 
difference is the rather large 
and imposing gate. It’s not 
there any longer and there 
is no impediment today for 
anyone in Tring to walking 

through the lovely green space of the 
Churchyard either as a short cut from 
Dolphin Square or to get to the Church 
itself, or to admire the fine medieval 
structure of the Church building as you 
walk past!       

Richard Abel, FOTCH Chair of Trustees
richard.hayley@btinternet.com
Photograph reproduced by kind permission of  
Henry and Jane Grace 

FOTCH CONTACTS

We would be pleased to hear from you! 
 

Trustees 
Richard Abel, Chair 

richard.hayley@btinternet.com

John Bly 
john@johnbly.com

Helen Dunford 
helen@dunford.uk.com

Stephen Hearn 
sjhearn31@gmail.com

Paul Elley 
paul.elley@tring.gov.uk

Secretary

Trish Dowden 
info@fotch.co.uk 
0772 083 6930

Treasurer 
Malcolm Rogers 

malcrogers@aol.com

Membership Secretary 
Helena Cook 

info@fotch.co.uk

Publicity Officer 
Bill Bradford 

billbraduk3@gmail.com

Honorary President  
Grahame Senior 

gsenior@seniorpartners.co.uk

FOTCH is designed by Kev Holt  
Ginger Promo, Tring

The Friends of Tring Church Heritage 
Registered Charity 1005442

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Spring Lunch

Antique Call My Bluff
With Stephen Hearn of  

Tring Auctions
Sunday 29 March 2020
12.30pm in Tring Parish Hall

Contact Trish Dowden to book a place
info@fotch.co.uk or tel 0772 083 6930

Family Fun Day
Saturday 9 May 2020
St Peter & St Paul’s Church

If you would like to help in any way during 
the day or have items to donate for the 

tombola, please contact Shena Moynihan 
(shena.moynihan@icloud.com) or Emma 
Heaney (Emma_Heaney@hotmail.co.uk)

FOTCH Friendship Service
Sunday 10 May 2020

6.00pm in St Peter & St Paul’s Church

FOTCH AGM
Monday 18 May 2020

8.00pm in St Peter & St Paul’s Church
Wine and nibbles will be served.
It’s a relaxed event, so do please  

come along.

Autumn Barn Dance
Date to be confirmed

7.30pm in Bishop Wood School
Featuring Pickled Tink & Tring Brewery 

Beer
Tickets available from

Richard Abel tel 01442 825723

Garden Safari Day
Summer 2021
10 gardens in Tring

For more details, visit the website
www.fotch.co.uk

If you have any photos of FOTCH events as  
they occur, please send them to the Editor
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